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Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, is compiling information for our fourth annual “Coolest Schools” 
issue, which will rate American colleges and universities according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and 
caliber of sustainability-oriented education. 
  
Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will receive recognition in the maga-
zine’s September/October issue. Please fill out this interactive PDF as thoroughly as possible, save it with your responses 
as “2010_coolschools_your school’s name” and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later than March 20, 2010. 
  
Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering your responses before publishing 
them online. Please answer as thoroughly as possible. Questions left blank will receive no credit, and if a question requests 
a percentage, you must provide a percentage. The scoring key will be available online once the issue is published. 
  
As the publication of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a readership of more than 1 million 
engaged and educated citizens. 
  
Many thanks for your participation.

School name:

Contact name and title:

Contact phone:

Contact email:

School’s city and state:

Number of students: 

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that all 
statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.

INITIAL:______________  DATE:______________



Category 1: Energy Supply

1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. If the school 
purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be available from that company.
 ____% Coal                      ____% Wind             ____% Biomass
 ____% Natural Gas          ____% Solar             ____% Geothermal 
 ____% Nuclear                 ____% Hydro            ____% Other _____________________

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings (e.g., natural gas, biomass, coal)?
 ____% Coal                      ____% Biomass
 ____% Natural Gas          ____% Geothermal 
 ____% Elecricity               ____ % Fuel Oil       

If cogeneration, please explain. 



Category 2: Efficiency

1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past three years have a LEED certification  
of at least silver? 

 _______% 

Note whether the certification is higher than silver.

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or  
untreated soures?

 _______% 

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures are energy-efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED,  
or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight shutoff, or other energy-saving features)?

 _______% 

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star-rated?

 _______% 

5. Does the institution have underway a program of energy-efficiency retrofitting projects, such as improving 
building insulation or sealing heating and cooling ducts?

 



Category 3: Food

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic? 

 _______% 

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship Council, 
the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program? 

4. What percentage of entrées served in campus dining locations include meat? If the meat is produced 
sustainably (for example, free-range or grass-fed), explain.

 _______% 

1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles  
of the campus? 

 _______% 

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden? Does it use organic methods? Please describe the 
garden and methods used.



Category 4: Academics

1. Does your school offer any environmental- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as environmental 
studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, please list them all.

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy efficiency and 
solar-wind energy engineering? If so, please list them all.

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes to make such 
courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available. 

4. Please provide names of standout professors who work on environmental and/or sustainability issues 
and list their accomplishments, including awards, honors, and publications.

5. Do you have environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, programs, or research institutions 
associated with your school? If so, please provide their names and a description.

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the name(s)  
of the course(s).

7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related classes?

 _______% 



1. Does your school have a sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly explain.

Category 5: Purchasing

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled content? 

 _______%   

Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council-certified?

3. Does your school have a policy to purchase Electronic Product Environmental Assessment Tool 
(EPEAT)-certified (or similar) electronics? If yes, please describe. 

4. Do you have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, please describe.

5. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving features be 
installed or delivered with these features enabled? 



1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly explain.

Category 6: Transportation

2. What has your school done to promote bicycling as a transportation method?

3. Does your school encourage its students and employees to use public transit, carpool, or use some 
other form of alternative transportation? If yes, what are the incentives?

4. Approximately what percentage of students drive to school in a car?

 _______% 

5. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff drive to work in a car?

 _______% 



Category 7: Waste Management

1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being diverted 
from landfills)?

 _______% 

2. Does your campus provide recycling receptacles wherever there are trash cans? 

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-campus  
dining locations?

5. Is your school committed to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? Please explain.

6. Does your campus administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when students  
are moving out of student housing? If so, are bins located in every dormitory?



Category 8: Administration

1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement, guiding principles, or similar 
document? If so, please provide the text or link.

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental initiatives, 
such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? Is the coordinator 
position a part-time or full-time position?

3. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by setting 
goals of emission reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for achieving these 
reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

4. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?

5. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain and 
provide the benchmark year and percentage.



Category 9: Financial Investments

1. Is all information about your endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.

2. Does your institution have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on 
environmental issues?

3. Does your school make environmentally responsible investments? If so, briefly explain what they are and 
whether they’re made on an ongoing basis.



Category 10: Other Initiatives

1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, state, or 
national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater attention in our coverage, 
please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, accomplishments, and contact information.)

2. Have students participated in environmental challenges or events such as the Solar Decathlon, 
environmental design contests, or environmental debates? If so, which events and how did they do?

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus development, 
or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic cleaning 
supplies)? If yes, describe the policy.

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or nature-based programs, classes, or extracurricular activities to 
students and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe. 



Category 10: Other Initiatives, continued

7. Please use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives that have not 
been previously mentioned:

6. What specific actions has your school taken to improve its environmental sustainability since spring 2009? 
Please list all improvements.

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org 
no later than March 20, 2010. Thank you very much for your participation.


	2010_CoolestSchools_Cover2
	cool_schools_final

	Text1: University of Vermont
	Text2: Gioia Thompson
	Text3: (802) 656-3803
	Text4: Gioia.Thompson@uvm.edu
	Text5: Burlington, VT
	Text6: 11,405 full-time; 1,986 part-time
	Text7: GT
	Text8: 3/19/10
	Text9: 15.2
	Text10: 36.7
	Text11: 25.6
	Text12: 0.01
	Text13: 0
	Text14: 6.01
	Text15: 5.28
	Text16: 0
	Text17: 9.8
	Text18: Oil
	Text19: (The remaining 1.4% is from mixed sources. )Note that this is the mix for the Northeast electrical grid, as required for most official GHG reporting systems. To answer your question literally, our municipal electric utility purchases much greener electricity: 9% coal, 25% natural gas, 21% nuclear, wind 0.02%, solar 0%, hydro 27%, 11% biomass, 0% geothermal, 5% oil.https://www.burlingtonelectric.com/page.php?pid=128&name=BED%27s%20Power%20Supply
	Text20: 0
	Text21: 91
	Text22: ?
	Text23: 0
	Text24: 0
	Text25: 9
	Text26: NOTE: Fuel Oil is 8.07% #6 heating oil (back-up for central heating plant) and 0.98% #2 heating oil.
	Text27: 100
	Text28: -University Heights Residential Complex- Gold - 266,000 ft2• Dudley H. Davis Center- Gold - 186,000 ft2. • Wing Davis Wilks Residential Complex- Silver - 127,000• 438 College Street- Gold - 12,000 ft2• Bertha M. Terrill Building--28,000 ft2, NC Gold
	Text29: ~97.5
	Text30: Mother Nature provides untreated sources of water for 97.5% of campus grounds as free rain, sleet, snow and ice. Only the University Green and athletic fields irrigate with municipal water, and that is used only sparingly. New plantings are watered as needed using a plastic tank on the back of a pickup.
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	Text34: Energy Star is specified for all rated appliances. This is an estimate. 
	Text35: UVM has had an effective energy efficiency and campus-wide upgrades program since 1992. In the past several years $1million has been allocated annually for projects with paybacks of less than 12 years. UVM received a Governor's Award for Environmental Excellence in 2008 for efficiency upgrades. All major equipment purchases and replacements are reviewed by our utility partners. Major investments in the central steam plant and steam pipes, combined with LEED Silver minimum, have allowed the university to add nearly 20% more building space without increasing steam demand in the past seven years. 
	Text36: 11
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	Text39: Dining Services does not closely track this number, but the majority of the local produce is  USDA-certified organic. Organic grocery products in the retail locations are likely between 5-10%.
	Text40: Yes, the local distributors of most of the campus seafood state that they try to source only sustainable seafood backed up by any one of these organizations.
	Text41: ???
	Text42: We do not track this information. (Does any campus really track this, and if so, how? Odd question, please reframe next time). All locations offer meat except:- Caper at the Marketplace in the student union (Davis Center)- A vegan station in the University Marché. Vegans and vegetarians have many options on campus (see next question). 
	Text43: Yes, all of the 15 locations offer a vegetarian option at every meal. In addition, there are two stations at retail locations that are completely dedicated to vegan and vegetarian options.  Students have been very vocal about this topic, and achieved significant changes over the past ten years. Students also pushed for fair trade coffee and bananas, and cage-free eggs, with similar success.
	Text44: Yes, The Student Government Ass'n voted to ban bottled sales and is working with Office of Sustainability on education, provision of water bottle fillings stations, and a new contract in 2012.
	Text45: Yes, the campus has an organic student-run farm called Common Ground that sells shares through Community Supported Agriculture. Other organic gardens are starting up near residence halls. 
	Text46: Yes, we offer: Environmental Studies major and minor in 4 college units (>35 years) including a track in Sustainability Studies; Environmental Science majors across 3 college units (>10 years), and The Rubenstein School of Environment and Natural Resources majors in both Env Studies and Env Science as well as Forestry, Wildlife and Fisheries Biology, Recreation Management, and Natural Resources.  Students can also major or minor in Geography and Community Development and Applied Economics, a program with strong international applications.  A 2002 Environmental Report Card calculated 9% of  undergraduates were in an environmental or sustainability related major, and that number has grown.
	Text47: Yes, UVM offers classes on energy efficiency and renewable energy in departments including: Animal Science; Community Development & Applied Economics; Civil & Environmental Engineering; Education and Culture; Environmental Science; Environmental Studies; Mechanical Engineering; Nutrition and Food Science; Natural Resources; Public Administration; Economics; and Plant & Soil Science.
	Text48: This effort is underway. The current course list can be searched for terms such as "environment", "sustainability", and "energy". Environmental Studies provides a list on paper for their majors. 
	Text49: • John Todd won the first International Buckminster Fuller Challenge in 2008, with a $100,000 prize for the best idea to help humanity and the planet. The entry was entitled Design for a Carbon Neutral World: The Challenge of Appalachia. Todd has received numerous awards. • Breck Bowden, National Science Foundation's Arctic System Science program award to support his research in collaboration with 20 investigators and graduate students from 10 different institutions across the US and Canada studying the effects of climate change on Arctic landscapes.• Dr. Costanza and others at Gund have received numerous awards and scholarships.
	Text50: UVM Transportation Research Center; Gund Institute for Ecological Economics; Lake Champlain Sea Grant Co-administrator; Northeastern States Research Cooperative Member; USFS Northeastern Research Station; too many to list. See http://www.uvm.edu/research/?Page=a_z.html
	Text51: SGA just voted for a requirement; under consideration by administration. 
	Text52: >90?
	Text53: UVM has 11 colleges/schools and each has such courses. There are >400 env't related courses alone. See question 2. (Imprecise question; some departments are larger and more diverse than others.)
	Text54: Yes, the green building policy of LEED Silver minimum is effectively a purchasing policy that has resulted in more efficient buildings, locally sourced materials, less waste, and greener cleaners, carpets, and finishes.  Other than the Campus Master Plan, the University has few formal policy statements affecting campus operations, and very decentralized purchasing methods.  Fortunately, most staff who make major purchases at the university in areas of building maintenance, energy, custodial services, dining, architecture and engineering, procurement, transportation, and grounds have been involved with the Office of Sustainability's Environmental Forum for many years, where the pressure is on to choose the most environmentally responsible products and practices.  Most have worked with student activists and interns to research best practices and help educate the campus.  The Office of Sustainability and an Environmental Forum keep these decisions in the public eye. When a new contract is to be negotiated, such as copier machines or cleaning services, the committee looks at new ways to incorporate sustainable practices.
	Text55: ~67
	Text56: The alumni magazine is printed on the European equivalent of FSC certified paper.  FSC paper is virgin paper, usually used for fine printing.  Purchases of printing paper are not tracked.
	Text57: Yes, all computers purchased by and through the campus “computer depot” meet EPEAT standards, and that means most computers used by students, faculty, and staff.  However, faculty also occasionally purchase computers from other sources that may not use the EPEAT standards.
	Text58: All packaging associated with transporting furniture must be removed by the vendor. Similar arrangements are made with individual vendors of other products, as the opportunities arise. For example, the electric utility can order large amounts of CFL bulbs in cardboard boxes rather than the heavy-duty plastic commonly used in hardware stores.  Packaging reductions have not been tracked centrally.  The Procurement Department is discussing options with its vendors for reducing waste, etc.
	Text59: Yes, in a number of ways. Computers are configured with energy-saving features. Multifunction devices (copiers, printers, scanners) are required to be configured with energy saving features. Major equipment purchases are made in consultation with utilities to ensure such features are understood and enabled.
	Text60: Yes, UVM has a free shuttle service on campus and around town that allows members of campus community to travel easily without bringing a car to campus.
	Text61: Having accessible roads and bike racks; dedicated bike paths, Bicycle Benefits sticker for discounts at local businesses; and Bike/Walk Program for employees, faculty, and staff. A Bicycle User's Group works with Campus Planning and other departments to promote a bike-friendly campus and educate bikers about safety and bike maintenance. 
	Text62: Yes, UVM offers free use of public transit to its students and employees by paying for their rides, thus strengthening the local transit system. There is a suite of incentives available to reduce demand: zoned parking, permits scaled to income, strong enforcement of parking policies, closer parking spaces for carpoolers, Guaranteed Ride Home, bike/walk program, gift certificates, effective shuttling, coordination of campus and community transit schedules, telecommuting and flexible schedules for employees. The next step is coordinated marketing of transportation options.
	Text63: 17.5
	Text64: This is a 27% decrease since 2006, 33% from 2004 levels, and 52% decrease since 2000.
	Text65: 88.6
	Text66: Unfortunately many staff live in places not served by public transportation in our rural state.
	Text67: 35
	Text68: UVM has been recycling since 1987, diverting annually about 35% of the waste stream. Since then, the program has expanded to collect more than a dozen categories of materials, and integrates recycling, composting and waste reduction into the solid waste management system of the university. 
	Text69: Yes, recycling receptacles are readily available around campus.
	Text70: Yes, in recent years, UVM has expanded program to include high profile special events.  Recycle bins are located throughout hockey arena and basketball games. By partnering with Dining Services staff and event planners, we have made some notable successes in "zero waste" events. During new student Orientation, over 10,000 meals were served using compostable food service ware and all products were sent to a local compost facility.
	Text71: Yes, UVM collects food scraps from all campus dining locations and sends material to a local, municipally run composting facility.
	Text72: No formal campus-wide goals, but lots of activity, including the zero-waste Orientation events.  The Davis Center is a hot bed of activity with waste reduction and recycling.  In its first year they recycled or composted 52% of the building's waste.  The Eco-Reps and UVM Recycling programs co-host an annual waste sort of the Davis Center’s trash right in front of the building.  Water filling stations and educational campaigns against bottled water are the theme this year.  Campus-wide there are reusable cup giveaways and discounted beverages for reusable cups.
	Text73: Yes, Move-out has been a successful partnership with local non-profits, and there are collection sites in every residential complex during Move-out. We also host off-campus collection, a very popular program with city residents and off-campus students. 
	Text74: Yes, the University’s mission statement provides the overarching vision: To be among the nation’s premier small research universities, preeminent in our comprehensive commitment to liberal education, environment, health, and public service. The strategic plan explains how this is to be carried out:http://www.uvm.edu/president/?Page=strategicplan2009_2013.html
	Text75: Yes, two full-time staff at the Office of Sustainability, a director and projects coordinator. We also have four half-time graduate fellows. In addition UVM has an Environmental Forum, a monthly meeting about campus sustainability, a Green Building Coordinator, Energy Management Engineer, Recycling and Solid Waste office staff, and Environmental Safety staff who also address sustainability. 
	Text76: UVM's President Daniel Fogel signed the Presidents' Climate Commitment in 2007.  A climate action plan including a target for achieving climate neutrality is in development. The plan will rely in part on a new Clean Energy Fund approved in May 2008 to use $225,000 annually from student fees to fund projects recommended by a committee with a majority of students. We have already committed to LEED buildings and funding for major renovations and energy plant upgrades in the Strategic Capital Plan. 
	Text77: Yes, the Office of Sustainability conducted an inventory of GHG emissions going back to 1990.  See http://www.uvm.edu/~sustain/projects/downloads/UVMInventoryReport.pdfAlso:http://acupcc.aashe.org/index.php?q=vermont&class=&state=
	Text78: Compared to 1990 levels, UVM's emissions increased by 15% in 2009, with fluctuations along the way. Emissions per full-time equivalent (FTE) student were below 7 tons in 1990 and rose above 7 in the early 2000s.  A recent rise in the number of students coincided with improved energy efficiency and cleaner power and heating fuels, resulting in an all-time low of below 6 tons/FTE student (11% decrease compared to 1990).  We have also experienced a 16% decrease in emissions per 1000 gross square feet compared to 1990 due to efforts in efficiency.
	Text79: Yes, UVM is a public institution and records are available to the public as per open records laws.
	Text80: Yes, a committee (that includes student representatives) deliberates, and makes recommendations or decisions, on proxy votes. The Socially Responsible Investing Work Group, appointed by the Chair of the Board of Trustees Budget, Finance and Investment Committee, is charged with reviewing issues brought forward by members of the University community in response to a call that is issued to the community by the University administration. 
	Text81: Yes, in 2008 The Socially Responsible Investing Work Group has decided to support climate-friendly investing, and they are now considering student anti-war and other petitions.The work group is a standing committee. 
	Text82: The mission and culture of our institution supports many, many activities for environmental change. We have Eco-reps for all the residence halls. Our campus sent more students to Powershift than any other campus; 350 day was a huge event. Students voted this year to pay more for milk to support local farmers. We're  particularly proud of our students' efforts with local food, especially the Campus Kitchens Project for food gleaning. An Honors student design for edible landscaping for the student union was recently approved, funded by the class gift. Students teach and volunteer in local schools including the Sustainability Academy, a nearby magnet school. 
	Text83: Yes. The most recent example is $25,000 award from Newman's Own Foundation Campus Community Service Challenge  Campus Kitchen at UVM works with Chittenden Emergency Food Shelf to alleviate hunger in the Burlington (VT) area. Grant funds will be used to support Campus Kitchen’s nutrition and gleaning programs, expand community outreach and nutrition education classes, and supplement operational expenses at Food Shelf, which has seen a 20% increase in demand for its services.
	Text84: Yes, UVM owns 4,293 acres in Vermont of which 2,023 are preserved as natural areas (119 of these within the 954-acre main campus). The Campus Master Plan stipulates where development may happen, with a policy to build on existing parking lots and not replace them.
	Text85: UVM uses all GreenSeal products for routine cleaning, except floor strippers, for which certified products are now lacking.  
	Text86: Yes, UVM has a very strong tradition of nature-based programs and classes. The Field Naturalist and the Ecological Planning graduate-level programs emphasize outdoor, hands-on learning and lead weekly nature walks. The hugely popular Outing club offers trips, a Wilderness TREK program and equipment rentals to everyone on campus. 
	Text87: -The Clean Energy Fund has received proposals from faculty and students for renewable energy-related projects on campus and is in the process of approving several projects.-Transportation Services worked with student innovators to create Blirpit, which allows students to check where the buses are on their routes. Within months everyone taking buses on campus started using it.-A new Faculty Sustainability Fellows training program began this year with 16 faculty members. -Student senate was overtaken by an Eco-Block, which has dominated the agenda with sustainability initiatives such as a ban on bottled water and a sustainability course requirement-Support for student activism resulted in significant student presence with 350.org & Copenhagen talks-UVM hosted the Northeast Campus Sustainability Consortium Conference in October 2009.
	Text88: We have a number of residential learning communities relating to sustainability, the largest being the GreenHouse, 290 students living in a LEED Gold residence hall and participating in community programming. The longest-standing is the radical Slade Hall, a 26-student co-op that buys and cooks its own food, almost all local (some grown in their garden), and opens its programs to campus. Our Institute for Global Sustainability is now offering a new Campus Sustainability Leadership Program; others include Food Systems and Agriculture, Science & Management of Sustainability, and Green Building & Community DesignThe Community-University Partnerships for Service-Learning (CUPS) office heavily emphasizes sustainability in its partnerships and courses. This year two courses are working with the Office of Sustainability to pilot AASHE's STARS program. The Office of Sustainability is continuing work begun in 2009 through the Rocky Mountain Institute's Accelerating Campus Climate Change Initiatives program, this year focusing on energy use by research buildings in a multi-campus collaborative project, with presentations at several conferences. 


